‘….the view from behind’

Tears at bedtime.

(I had been explaining that Daddy would be away for a night and that it

 would  be just the two of us).

“ Why are you crying?”

“Because Daddy is going to be away”.

“But we managed very well for a whole month just the two of us when Daddy

 went to America and this is for such a  short time”.

“But Daddy will be richer”.

It took me some time to work out what was meant by that. I had been explaining that

Daddy was going to see his eldest daughter and grandson and would be away

 for a night. The problem it seemed was not that he would be away but that 

only he  would be seeing his grandson on this occasion; for that he would be

the richer. What a wonderful way to view family-that one is enriched for visiting

with them. It need not of course be limited to blood-family; we may be enriched 

by our time spent with friends and in community too and not 

necessarily face to face but contact/communication through the 

written/spoken word can add ‘flavour’, ‘depth’, ‘quality’, ‘abundance of 

good things’. Relationship is reciprocal. If Daddy will be the richer for 

his visit then so will his grandson too. In enriching we are made rich.  

Best wishes     ILA

