A View from the Orchard

My Dear friends,

By the time you read this we will be well into the later

Stages of the 2010 world cup and Wimbledon will be under way.

I do not mention this only because I am a fan of both football

and tennis, but because of the way that ritual and superstition

under the guise of religion have become endemic amongst certain

players and teams.

Before the teams take to the pitch, when substitutes are waiting to

come on. Managers pacing the touchline, you’ve all seen it.

People crossing themselves, not once but repeatedly, kissing the pitch

and other quasi religious symbolic actions.

Why should it disturb me? Is it not a sign of how important faith is in

the lives of some and shouldn’t we be celebrating the fact and wishing

more people in the public eye would  show signs of faith?

Well no actually, because what we are witnessing is not about people 

Embracing faith (though I do not deny that some may indeed have a 

Personal faith) but about superstition, you may think it a harmless ritual,

but I worry about what it says about faith and more importantly what it

says about God.

The message may be subliminal but doesn’t it give the impression that 

God is somehow partisan, that with all that is going on in the world, and

at the time of writing that includes the terrible Oil spillage in the 

Gulf of Mexico, floods in France, and of course the war in Afghanistan,

but no matter all of that, let God influence the outcome of a football match!

I know I run the risk of taking it all too seriously but at a time when faith is 

often marginalized, ridiculed, and attacked by heavy weight atheists,

anything that trivializes the real debate that needs to take place about 

the nature of God and about our own expectations of God’s involvement

in this world strikes me as unhelpful.

So let me end by asking as I often do – what do you think about it all?

In the meantime I shall get back to worrying about how England will do,

Perhaps I’d better pray about it,

Your friend,

Tim.

