Our “Open hearts, open minds, open door” project will be officially launched at our Church Anniversary Service on Sunday 30 October.

Street United Reformed Church



Moving on

A church isn’t really a building; it’s a group of people who join up together for the sake of all the other people. This is the kind of church that we think we are.  Saying that, we don’t pretend that there is no room for improvement, but we ARE here to care about other people.

Like the average person in the street, we feel at ease with 21st century ideas and ethics.  The God we worship is big enough to encompass these things, and more.  Our theology, our worship, and what we teach, reflect these broad-minded beliefs. 

Open Hearts – Everyone is welcome
We think Jesus was God in the world.  And is God in the world. 

One thing which shocked society and made Jesus unique was the way he accepted and welcomed all kinds of people.  He specially sought out the marginalised. No one was beyond his love. We feel very strongly about this.

So we welcome everyone too: thoughtful people, enquiring people, lonely people, people who are frightened or sick; those who want to find God or just find a friend.  People who are working or unemployed, able-bodied people, those with disabilities, young people or older people, local residents or those new to the area.  People from all racial and ethnic backgrounds, migrant workers and those people seeking to settle in this country.  People living alone or with partners or family, and people of all sexual orientations. 

God accepts people as they are; and so do we.  

Open minds – thinking big

Our beliefs: in our experience and understanding, God is an expression of unconditional love. 

Jesus lived a life of outward-looking service and love to others.

We believe that Jesus was, and is, in the world to show us what God is like, and to encourage us to follow his example.

In the bible, we can find inspiration first in the early myths and history of the Jews, seeking to find, understand and serve a single God as they grew into nationhood. Later the story of the life of Jesus inspires us,   widening and enhancing the purely Jewish standpoint, bringing God home to us, and teaching us that He is love.

God’s last word had not been spoken when the author of Revelation put down his pen* or when the current bible was compiled between about 350 and 400 AD. . . . . . . . . . . 

           

*figuratively speaking!

At Street United Reformed Church, we also find inspiration in the life and work of many good people over the 2000 years since bible times. Mostly Christian, but not necessarily. Writers like Martin Luther and Tolstoy. Do-ers like Francis of Assisi and William Wilberforce. People of modern times who fight tirelessly to end poverty and inequality both at home and abroad.  Little local saints who make a difference in our own communities today.   

This church is comfortable with the mainstream/progressive theological understanding which has developed in all the major Christian churches over the last 160 years or so, a quiet revolution.  We take much interest in the work of biblical scholars at home and abroad who are still finding new insights on the writing of the Bible.  We also enjoy singing many of the new hymns written from about 1960 to the present day, because they are relevant to world we now live in, and in touch with recent theological thought. Our favourite new hymn-writers include Fred Kaan, John Bell, Alan Gaunt, Brian Wren and Fred Pratt Green.    

One thing we are sure of:  there is no standing still in religion.  That’s why this article is called ‘Moving On’.  We often see our life as a journey, getting to understand God better as we move, learning all the time.  Hopefully gradually becoming better, more outward-looking people as we go along.

In the words of well-known hymn:

        “From the old things to the new – keep me travelling along with You.” 

We believe that we can share insights and friendship with people of the other major world religions such as Judaism, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism. We cannot think that the only way of knowing God is through the Christian religion, any more than we would think that United Reformed is the only valid Christian denomination!    

We welcome and celebrate the scientific research which is improving the quality of life for thousands nowadays.  We are inspired by the work of British and other research scientists who are developing cures for serious illnesses and ways to make agriculture more productive, pest-resistant  and disease-resistant both at home and throughout the world.  We take global warming seriously, and support initiatives to lessen its effects.  

(It almost goes without saying that we are comfortable with evolutionary theory and see no conflict between that and our understanding of the Bible, which of course cannot be taken literally on certain levels, and in numerous areas not as a factual history. This has been our position for many years; probably since well before 1900.)

One thing we know we can and must improve upon, which is part of ‘moving on’.  We do need to eradicate some of the “churchspeak” which so often pervades church services.  We have a considerable amount of freedom for developing our worship on the occasions when it is run by the congregation, and this is something we hope to make a start on in the next few months.  We are also planning to design some innovative church services in the near future; these might include more drama and music, more interaction between the speakers and the congregation, and varied activities within small groups of people.        

Why we are issuing this statement

We decided to go public about what we believe and do in the course of discussions at church and elders’ meetings over the past year approximately. We began by issuing a simple leaflet in June 2011, of which this is a fuller version. 

We want to make this church better known to people who live nearby in Street; to anyone in the area who might be shy or hesitant to contact a church; to people who have written off churches as hypocritical, exclusive or out of touch. 
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